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Vision, Mission, Values

Empower children to inspire themselves and others.

VISION

MISSION

Silver Creek provides a positive pre-school setting with therapeutic services 
within a caring and creative early education classroom.

(Physio, Occupational, Speech & Language, and Music Therapy)

We help children with and without physical and developmental challenges to 
achieve success as defined by each child and family.

We are dedicated to working with our families, the community, and other professionals 
to ensure that the unique promise of each child is realized.

VALUES

Every child is special.

Silver Creek recognizes and supports the importance of ongoing working partnerships 
with families and the community to ensure the development of our children 

towards independence and optimum quality of life.

We believe that every child will rise to their highest level when we all work together 
to provide the services the children need now.



A Message From Our Executive Director

Change & Challenges: COVID-19

COVID-19 CLOSURES
A BRAVE NEW WORLD

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented challenges for us all.  
Many of you are wondering:  Where do we go from here?  While 
the Silver Creek program will look and operate differently until the 
pandemic is controlled, our administration and health & safety 
committee have been working hard to implement the initiatives 
directed by both Toronto Public Health and our government to 
ensure the safest possible environment for all of us.

These guidelines help prevent the spread of infection through a 
strong focus on hygiene, cleaning and disinfecting practices, the 
regular use of PPE for staff, and new classroom strategies that 
maintain the safest environment possible.

While we await re-opening, we remain committed to serving our 
families remotely and encourage all parents to communicate with 
us via email and social media.  We are grateful for their patience 
and understanding as we continue to work through this 
challenging time.

Recognition and Appreciation
Looking to the Future

I'd like to recognize our exceptionally talented and committed team 
of staff, volunteers, and community partners.  Their extensive 
knowledge and caring disposition makes a positive impact on the 
children and families at Silver Creek Preschool. Furthermore, I 
would like to acknowledge the wonderful dedication of our Board of 
Directors.  Their guidance and leadership were a key factor in our 
successful year despite the many difficulties we faced!

Finally, thank you to our community supporters and private donors 
for their generous support and confidence in the work we do.  You 
play an important role in ensuring our amazing children are given 
the best opportunity to succeed. 

Together we face an uncertain future but, as you read through this 
Impact Report and learn of this year's many accomplishments, we 
hope that you share our optimism.  No matter what, Silver Creek 
will continue to offer the highest quality learning and therapeutic 
experiences available.

Irena Setnik

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

https://www.facebook.com/silvercreekpreschool

https://www.instagram.com/silvercreekpreschool

https://www.facebook.com/silvercreekpreschool


Silver Creek Goes Digital!

On March 16th, we and so many other organizations were 
faced with the difficult reality of transitioning our services to 
a strictly online environment.  But while we may be apart, 
that doesn't mean we cannot get through difficult times 
together!  

So while our school is closed we continue to work remotely 
from our homes to stay connected with our children and 
families in the best possible way.

Whether it’s Circle Time on Facebook and YouTube or virtual 
meetings through Zoom and Google Meet, we continue to 
provide exceptional services to our Silver Creek families. 

We miss everyone very much and cannot wait to open our 
doors again to the laughter and joy our families bring to 
Silver Creek Pre-School!

Innovation & Successes
Facing COVID-19: Our Online Program



Innovation & Successes
Facing COVID-19: Our Online Program

The following supports are available for 
Silver Creek parents during the COVID-19 school closure: 

• Teachers, therapy staff, and administrative staff are available to parents 
via email and social media -- Facebook and Instagram - to stay 
connected.

• A weekly newsletter with creative ideas from Silver Creek teachers and 
therapy staff to help parents continue therapy and learning at home 
while classes are on hiatus.  The newsletter includes simple self care tips 
for parents that are based on “mental health first aid” approaches to 
build resilience.

• Kathleen, our Music Therapist, offers bi-weekly musical stories.
• Our teachers are hosting weekly Facebook/YouTube "Circle Time".
• Physical and Occupational Therapists continue to be available to 

families for updates and specific recommendations for the home, as 
well as to answer any therapy-related questions.

• A weekly “Virtual Parent Room Drop-In" is being developed and we 
hope to offer it as early as next week through Zoom.

• Andrea, our Parent Coordinator, offers a 20 minute check-in via 
Telehealth.  

• Thanya, our Speech and Language Pathologist, offers:
• Providing strategies, activities, and tips to support 

communication development at home
• Sharing most recent goals worked on at Silver Creek
• Strategies to target specific communication goals
• Offering a home consultation by phone or video-conferencing 

to support communication



The Snoezelen Room

This multi-sensory room allows children to explore a magical 
environment through touch, sound, sight, and smell.  It can 
stimulate or calm and relax a child depending on which 
items are employed:  music, lighting effects, gentle vibration, 
tactile stimulation, or aromatherapy.  The underlying 
philosophy is that children, especially those with special 
needs, need the opportunity to engage in their own way, 
exploring through their senses

The many benefits of the Snoezelen Room support the use 
of vision, communication, self-regulation, mobility, and 
confidence.  Please come visit us and experience it for 
yourself!

Our Snoezelen Room has undergone a complete renovation 
and upgrade with partial funding courtesy of the City of 
Toronto as well as the generous financial support of the 
Kiwanis Club of Kingsway Humber, the Rotary Club of 
Etobicoke, and the donation of a new floor from End of the 
Roll (Mississauga East), all in conjunction with our own Silver 
Creek Walk-A-Thon.  We are thrilled with the result!

Thank you to all friends, parents, and partners of Silver Creek 
who helped make our new and improved Snoezelen Room 
possible!

Innovation & Successes



Silver Creek’s parent support program continued to be rooted in the weekly drop-in program run in our parent room.  
Our new Parent Resource Coordinator, Andrea Rawson took over the position in January 2020 after Mary Beaudoin 
retired in Dec 2019.

Parent support is thriving at Silver Creek.  Our parents continue to make excellent use of the
parent room to meet, exchange ideas, build social networks, access available print
information as well as meeting directly with the Parent Resource Coordinator who is available on Thursdays.

A number of evening workshops were offered this year including one lead by a parent in December 2019, and one to 
help prepare parents for the transition to kindergarten where representatives from the public school board and 
alumni parents shared practical advice on how to register for and navigate the school system.  These workshops were 
well received and help ensure that children get both the support they need and be placed in the most appropriate 
class setting.  Additional parent evenings had been planned starting in March; unfortunately, these have been placed 
on hold due to COVID-19.

In response to COVID-19 school closures we have implemented sharing resources electronically with parents and their 
families.  A combination of our new weekly newsletter, social media support, and a thriving virtual parent room 
through ZOOM, in conjunction with various other initiatives, finds our multidisciplinary staff working together to 
provide support and resources to parents in these unprecedented times.

We continue to be grateful to the Etobicoke Brighter
Futures Coalition for their ongoing financial support 
of our Parent Support and Advocacy Program.

Parent Support & Advocacy

From The Parent Room



Parent Support & Advocacy
(Continued)

2nd Annual Parent Symposium 
“Making the Transition to School Work”

This was the second year that Silver Creek provided parent 
support on a community wide basis using our rich 
experiences with supporting parents making the transition 
to the public school system and sharing this expertise with 
the community at large. 

The venue was again at the Trident Banquet hall where the 
72 participants in attendance enjoyed a light supper. Staff 
and volunteers from Silver Creek Preschool  helped to 
facilitate the evening, and nine agencies with table displays  
were available to talk with parents. 

The agenda featured plenary speaker Alison Morse from 
Easter Seals, and included a panel of parents who shared 
their experiences on the topic of preparing for kindergarten.

A question and answer period also allowed participants to 
interact with these speakers.  The evening ended with time 
set aside for networking opportunities which many 
participants took advantage of. 

We are very grateful to sponsorships from Gluckstein
Lawyers and the Etobicoke Brighter Futures Coalition. Their 
generous financial support made this event possible.



CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

RECES MAKE IT HAPPEN BY:
• Creating bonds of trust with each child and parent
• Having a strong understanding of child development
• Providing creative alternatives for diverse learning
• Communicating clearly with families in person and through 

email, phone, and scheduled meetings
• Providing activities that are fun, stimulating, and cultivate

school readiness

Teachers’ Report

On September 9, 2019, 69 eager little children entered Silver Creek Pre-School and were welcomed by 6 Registered Early Childhood Educators 
(RECEs) and one Educational Assistant (EA) to begin a year of fun and firsts.  Each team of teachers provides developmentally appropriate 
experiences, materials, and expertise. 

While play is the name of the game, behind the scenes Silver Creek’s RECEs work hard to ensure this 
is play with purpose.  Each child receives the love and support they need to adapt, learn, and grow!

COMMUNITY COOPERATION

RECEs MAKE IT HAPPEN BY:
Partnering with outside agencies and services such as:
• Canadian National Institute For The Blind (CNIB)
• Community Living Toronto
• Etobicoke Children’s Centre (ECC)
• Holland Bloorview
• Integrated Services for Autism and Neurdevelopmental Disorders (ISand)
• Sick Kids Hospital
• Sunnybrook Neonatal Follow-up Clinic
• Surrey Place
• Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB)
• Toronto Children’s Services and Child Care Support Fund CCSF
• Toronto District School Board (TDSB)
• W. Ross MacDonald School for the Blind and Deafblind

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

We know our teachers are amazing, and now our team has been recognized 
by the University of Guelph-Humber with the 2020 Excellence in Mentorship 
Award.  Although the BLOOM Gala was cancelled due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
we are so proud of our teachers for their accomplishment!

Denise, Fania, Mieke, Shober, Chloe, and Sueann were honoured for their 
outstanding contributions to early childhood education.  These wonderful 
women carry on a proud tradition of teaching excellence at Silver Creek.  
Their compassion, dedication, and professionalism is second to none.  

Congratulations, ladies!



Teachers’ Report
(continued)

ONGOING EDUCATION (COURSES TAKEN)

RECES MAKE IT HAPPEN BY:
Attending courses, workshops, and webinars that maintain and improve 
skills while keeping up to date with changes in curriculum and legislation.
• Etobicoke Children’s Centre - Programs & Services
• First Aid Training
• Down Syndrome Explained
• The School Culture with Claire Wilschanski
• What is ASD?
• Taking a look at Behavior
• Cortical Vision Impairment Workshop
• Never Too Early for Literacy – Hanen Centre – 1
• What Does Customer Service Have To Do With Early Childhood 

Programs— A Paradigm Shift – 1
• Leading for Change in Early Care and Education: Cultivating 

Leadership from Within - 1
• Outdoor Play – Evergreen Brickworks – 1

LICENSING

SILVER CREEK MAINTAINS HIGH STANDARDS AND INSPECTION SCORES

Assessment for Quality Improvement

Toddler     “Blue Room” - 4.52/5
Preschool “Green Room” - 4.62/5
Preschool “Red Room” - 4.45/5

- Ministry of Education – Early Childhood Act



Teachers’ Report
(continued)

VOLUNTEERING ADDITIONAL TIME

RECEs MAKE IT HAPPEN BY:
Supporting additional events, including:

• Annual Fall Classic Golf Tournament at Caledon Woods
• Walkathon
• Toni-yo-yo Run For Fun
• Lottery for Toronto Maple Leafs tickets
• Volunteer Orientation Lunch
• Volunteer Appreciation Evening preparation
• Parent Symposium- School Transition Evening

DID YOU KNOW?
According to The Ontario Ministry of Education, the average pre-
school has one adult for every thirteen students.  At Silver Creek 
we have one adult for every four children, ensuring your child 
receives the special care and attention they crave!

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/kindergarten/whatelsedoineedtoknow.html

ADDITIONAL POINTS OF INTEREST

• Silver Creek Summer Fun Camp: A Two-week sensory rich summer program 
that takes place each July
• Childcare Support Funds: Toronto Children’s Services supports children 
who require additional time by providing the funding to hire additional support staff.   
This year, we had additional support for 1.5 positions during the afternoon 
program

STUDENT PLACEMENT & INTERNSHIP

RECEs MAKE IT HAPPEN BY:
Providing a rich learning environment for placement students:
• Guelph/Humber University – 5 intern students
• Humber College – 3 intern students
• Michael Power Co-op student – 1 high school student
• Ryerson University – 3 intern students

Silver Creek’s Teaching Team



OCCUPATIONAL & PHYSIOTHERAPY HIGHLIGHTS

• Welcome back to Leslie Hopkins, Occupational Therapist
• Welcome Chantel Conte, our new OT/PT Assistant
• Snoezelen updated, new designs created to increase accessibility & engagement
• Purchased learning resources on handwriting, feeding, play skills, gross motor 

development, and neurodevelopment treatment 
• Wrote multiple support letters for students and their families for funding, 

equipment, physical assistance and transportation
• New therapy supplies and equipment including one mobility device 
• Education sessions on back-care and lifting given to new staff and ECE students
• Developed collaborative assessment processes:

• With OT’s for fine motor skills used in all rooms
• With PT’s for gross motor & gait analysis used in all rooms

• Developed and delivered customized blocks of group therapy with: Music and 
Movement, Fine Motor/pre-printing, School Readiness, Self-Help Skills, Self-
Regulation, Structured Gym Class, Walker group, Gross motor group

Therapy Report

Courses taken this year by our team include:
• Sensory Processing and Interoception (Leslie)
• Orthopaedic PT for Children with CP (Karen)
• Online Modules

Silver Creek’s Therapy Team



OCCUPATIONAL & PHYSIOTHERAPY HIGHLIGHTS: CONTINUED

• Developed token board program based on ABA for specific students
• Organized sensory-motor based play tasks for “Brick Pit” in Merlin’s Magic Space
• Supported classroom teams and parents throughout school transition process 

(documentation, meetings with parents, meetings with school personnel) 
• Prepared IET applications for students and families, including video submission 

and paper applications
• Organized regular orthotics clinics with OrthoProActive using newly developed 

process to encourage collaboration between orthotist, therapists, and families 
• Home-based programming during COVID-19 Closure:

• Developed online resource database for therapists to share educational 
resources during school hiatus

• Connected with families to provide individualized home consultation
• Contributed therapy focused activities and articles to weekly newsletter
• Collaborated with outside agencies to support efficient service delivery 

and maximize student outcomes

Therapy Report
(continued)

Home-Based Programming
Collaborative Outside Agencies:

• Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation 
Hospital (BIRT Team, Child 
Development Program, CWAS, IET, 
Hypotonia Clinic, Clinical Seating)

• Toronto Hospital for Sick Children
• Various School Boards (TDSB, TCDSB, 

PDSB, TFSB, TCFSB, etc)
• Etobicoke Children’s Centre
• Surrey Place
• Private PT’s and OT’s

Occupational, Physio, Music Therapy, 
and Speech & Language services 
collaborated on group therapies:

• Music and Movement
• Fine Motor/Pre-Printing
• School Readiness Self-Help Skills
• Self-Regulation
• Impulse Control
• Structured Gym Class
• Walker Group



Therapy Report
(continued)

Music therapy continues to be a dynamic, motivating force at Silver Creek!

Every child in each of our three classrooms experiences music therapy with
all their friends in the classroom setting. In addition, some children are also
seen in smaller therapeutic groups. No matter the setting, music therapy
helps the children play and, at this developmental level, it helps them learn!

Weekly classroom music therapy is a time for this learning as children share
and play instruments, sing, and stamp their feet during cooperative musical
activities. Our seasonal school wide circles (Halloween, Valentine’s day, and
Spring) are jointly run with a teacher and the music therapist, wherein all
students – regardless of their therapeutic needs – experience the joy and
healing power of music.

The smaller therapeutic groups use integrated therapy to encourage sensory
play, targeted movement, and communicative goals. This collaboration
between occupational, physio, speech, and music therapies allows students
to practice movement and integrate their communicative goals in varied
settings. Many of our music and movement groups have taken place in our
beautiful new Snoezelen Room. Music paired with some soothing lights and
therapeutic movements provide an integrated team approach to care.

Speech and music therapy provide blocks of integrated therapy to two of
the morning and afternoon classes. These groups encourage sharing,
waiting, taking turns, following simple directives, choice making,
encouragement of vocalizations, and the use of the IPAD for
communication. Music provides the motivation! This team effort allows
teachers, support staff, volunteers, and students to observe and learn new
strategies that are implemented in all aspects of our program.

In addition to these weekly programs, a music therapy durbar was
scheduled as a continuing education initiative for staff and volunteers on
Thursday, April 2, 2020. Postponed due to the Public Health Directive in
March 2020, the durbar will be rescheduled and will give a clinical overview
of music therapy interspersed with anecdotal examples and experiences.

MUSIC THERAPY HIGHLIGHTS



The 2019 - 2020 year has been a very communicative year for the speech and 
language pathology team (SLP) at Silver Creek Pre-School!  The SLP team assessed 
and provided intervention to 55 children throughout the year.  

The SLP team at Silver Creek consists of one Speech-Language Pathologist and one 
Communicative Disorders Assistant.  Early Abilities through Toronto Public Health 
funds two days a week for our Speech-Language Pathologist and two days a week for 
our Communicative Disorders Assistant.  Silver Creek funds an additional day for our 
Communicative Disorders Assistant. 

Assessment and Therapy provided at Silver Creek:

Beyond Talking: We assess and support communication in all forms!

Foundations for language include joint attention, intention, participation, social 
communication, listening, imitation, body language, behaviour, turn-taking and play 
skills.

Developing language skills involves emerging communication, receptive language 
(understanding), augmentative & alternative communication, social communication, 
language structure, word structure, and speech production.

Specialized Equipment we use:

Devices: Bigmacks; Step-by-Step switches; Talk Able2; iPad with various 
communication apps including Proloquo2go, Snap + Core, and Snap Scene

Assessments: Clinical Evaluation of Language Fundamentals, Preschool Language 
Scales, Expressive One Word Picture Vocabulary Test, Receptive One Word Picture 
Vocabulary Test, Goldman Fristoe Test of Articulation

Therapy Report
(continued)

Courses taken this year by our team include:

• Pre-K Readiness and Writing (Katherine)
• Pre-K Literacy and Math (Katherine)
• Indigenous Training (Isabel)
• Starting with AAC (Isabel)

SPEECH & LANGUAGE HIGHLIGHTS



Circle of Care – Partners We Collaborate With:

• Holland Bloorview Kids Rehab Hospital:
• Communication and Writing Aids Service (CWAS)

• Surrey Place:
• Augmentative Communication and Writing Aids (ACWA) 
• Blind-Low Vision Early Intervention Program

• Toronto District School Board:
• Hearing Itinerants

• Preschool Program SLPs at:
• Erinoak Kids
• York Region Preschool Speech and Language (YRPSL) 

• Etobicoke Children's Centre and Private IBI Providers:
• Intensive Behavioural Intervention teams including

• Private SLP Service Providers

Therapy Report
(continued)

How we communicate at Silver Creek:

- Voice - Eye Gaze - Pictures - Voice Output Devices
- Objects - Body Language - Hands (e.g. Gestures, Sign Language)

Therapy Highlights Included: 

• Intervention provided through small groups, integrated within the 
classroom programming, and communication focused circle time

• Integrated approach to delivery of intervention within the classroom
• Utilized applied behaviour analysis (ABA) strategies to promote and elicit 

communication opportunities (i.e. Picture Exchange Communication 
System, token boards)

• Language strategies and goals integrated into Music Therapy, 
Occupational Therapy, and classroom learning

• Five-week sign language course open to all parents, staff, and volunteers:
• Focus on total communication strategies
• Participants were provided with materials and visual supports to 

promote the carryover of skills at home and in the classroom
• Music and Language collaborative groups

• Interdisciplinary groups conducted with Kathleen, music therapist
• Provided to two morning classes and two afternoon classes
• Focused on eliciting vocalizations, requests for activities (verbal, 

signs, pictures), imitation of sounds & actions, turn taking, 
anticipating routines, integrating Speech Generating Devices

• Clinical Supervision to Year 1 Masters SLP student (University of Toronto)
• Supported implementation of “Learning Language and Loving It” ECE 

training course through Hanen Centre

SPEECH & LANGUAGE HIGHLIGHTS: CONTINUED



NATHAN P’S STORY

Nathan always enters the classroom with a grin, taking steps through the doorway 
while supported by his Mom. Nathan enjoys being close to his peers, socializing and 
engaging in play near them. He likes messy sensory play, especially getting his hands 
dirty with finger painting, and splashing in water. 

When Nathan first started at Silver Creek, he was content to stay in one spot and look 
at the toys around him; but now he is much more curious and ready to move! Nathan 
navigates around the classroom independently, gravitating to the piano and musical 
area. During our weekly music therapy circles, Nathan shows particular interest in the 
guitar, using his hands to touch and strum the strings.  He reaches for toys around him, 
and loves to dump out bins full of toys! He uses a stander at the water table and easel, 
walker in the hallway, gym, and outside, and crawls on four-point throughout the 
classroom. 

Nathan participates in circle time using his talker, and showing social interest as he 
reaches out to gently touch his friends beside him. He is beginning to take turns with 
teachers and with his friends. 

Nathan enjoys participating in classroom routines such as washing his hands at the 
sink, and lining up with his friends to go to the gym. He continues to work on using a 
spoon and drinking from a cut-out cup at snack. He is vocalizing more and more, 
especially when in a quieter environment like Snoezelen. He uses his talker not just to 
make choices, but to indicate how he is feeling, and to participate in circle time. He 
also uses it for activities, like singing Wheels on the Bus, or choosing colours of paint. 
It has been a pleasure to partner and work with Nathan’s family throughout his time at 
Silver Creek. Nathan will be moving to a mainstream kindergarten classroom in the 
fall, where he will continue to learn and develop among peers from his community. 

We wish his family success as they continue to be his best advocate throughout his 
school journey.



Nathan joined Silver Creek preschool in September 2018 at 3 years of age. His
community Physiotherapist and Occupational therapist recommended that he
attend a preschool program in preparation for Kindergarten. 

Nathan was born with a genetic disorder, is non-verbal, has a vision and hearing 
impairment, and has various physical needs. Needless to say, my husband and I were a 
bit anxious to transition Nathan from his loving home to a school environment; 
however, when we came to visit Silver Creek for the first time, we knew it would be the 
perfect school for Nathan! There were no other schools like Silver Creek in Peel Region 
that offered therapeutic services, and we were confident that Nathan would grow and
flourish in such a supporting and loving environment.

When Nathan first started attending Silver Creek he was able to independently
sit on the floor, and commando crawl for only short distances. Although he was very
attentive, he did not communicate or verbalize much, and he also had some
sensitivity to touch. Nathan has benefited from the occupational therapy and
physiotherapy at the school, and is now able to independently sit on a bench or chair
for longer periods of time, explore the classroom by crawling around on all fours,
and enjoy water play and various activities standing at the sensory bin. He is also
able to communicate his likes and dislikes through gestures and facial expressions,
and every morning he proudly walks into the classroom with assistance to greet his
teachers and peers.

Nathan loves music, and has benefited from the music therapy offered at Silver
Creek. His personality really comes alive with music, and music is a significant
motivator for him. Nathan recognizes songs and instruments, and is motivated to
crawl to the piano, communicate his interest to touch or strum the guitar, and
imitate hand gestures described in the songs, i.e. clapping hands.

Despite Nathan’s physical needs, with the encouragement, dedication, and support
of his teachers, therapists, volunteers, and peers, he is included in every aspect of
the classroom and has the opportunity to experience many new things. He sits with
his peers for tabletop activities, explores new food textures and tastes, and he

participates at gym time in a walker, or by exploring on the floor. He is also
encouraged to use his smart talk communication device to make activity choices,
and participate during circle time.

The support from the staff and parents at Silver Creek has been tremendous for us
as a family as well. Silver Creek has provided a number of workshops, courses, and
an individual support plan for Nathan, which has helped us enhance Nathan’s
learning at home as well. Having the opportunity to share ideas and network with
other parents in the parent room has also helped support Nathan’s needs.

Nathan is now preparing to transition to kindergarten, and we are so thankful to the
teachers, therapists, and staff at Silver Creek for all their support over the past two
years. Nathan has progressed so much during his time at Silver Creek, and we are
confident that he is well prepared and will succeed in his new school environment.

We feel very blessed to be a part of the Silver Creek community! Silver Creek is truly
a wonderful place! 

NATHAN P’S STORY
(continued)

A Letter From Nathan P’s Mom

- Michelle Smith



Nathan is a happy 3 and half year old boy with Autism Spectrum Disorder who has shown tremendous growth and 

development in several areas over the past year.

When he started at Silver Creek Pre-School Nathan faced the difficulty of adjusting to a new environment, unfamiliar 

faces, and classroom routines.  Once familiar with his new world, he directed his attention to solitary play using 

preferred toys such as cars and trucks.  Circle Time presented a challenge for Nathan, however, due to difficulties with 

transitions, while he tolerated sitting only for brief periods.  

To extend interest and participation in Circle Time a program was developed that utilized a “token board”, which is a 

strategy implemented in Applied Behavioural Analysis.  With practice, Nathan responded well and is able to sit for up 

to 15 minutes at circle time.  His success with the token board demonstrates his ability to build focus and attention to 

engage in meaningful school activities. This skill has developed to other activities, where Nathan has begun eye-gazing 

at speakers, sitting for extended periods, turning pages in books, and even eagerly anticipating parachute play, at 

which point he laughs and claps his hands.  

His quiet, kind temperament coupled with his new-found focus now allows him to sit for extended periods of time 

with teacher/therapist support.  Using a verbal and/or visual first-then approach, he can complete short, individual 

tasks each day.  He sings the ABCs, counts by rote, and enjoys observing different materials, shapes, and puzzles while 

he explores how they work and fit together.

Creatively, Nathan loves painting, and frequently visits both the paint table and easel during free play. He enjoys 

painting with fine tools such as brushes and sponges, though the sensory experience of painting with his fingers is his 

favourite of all, which leaves him a handsome mess at the end of his play experience!   More than anything else, 

Nathan excels in physical play skills:  He shows great balance and coordination and explores all areas of the gym!

Now accustomed to his routine here at Silver Creek, Nathan enters class with a smile and hugs, easily separates from 

his parents, and is eager to explore.  He regularly joins his peers in parallel play and has developed trusting 

relationships with his teachers and therapists.  He is kind, gentle, and plays well with the other children.  We are so 

proud of Nathan’s hard work and development here at Silver Creek!

NATHAN T’S STORY



NATHAN T’S STORY
(continued)

Nathan spent almost 2 years of fun in the play-based environment at Silver 
Creek and had a compassionate staff who  guided and supported him.

Soon after Nathan started pre-school at Silver Creek we noticed progress in 
his eye contact, his play skills vastly improved, and he was saying more 
words.  Circle time and music therapy helped him to develop his social skills 
as it was difficult for him because of his diagnosis.  The school also has The 
Snoezelen Room (therapy room), and of course Nathan’s favourite room is 
the gym where he loves to explore and run around and jump on the 
trampoline and play on the slide.

School has been cut short this year because of the pandemic, nevertheless 
Nathan will be attending JK in  September and we are confident as we know 
that it won’t be a huge adjustment for him because he was exposed to such 
a wonderful school that is Silver Creek Pre-School.

Our life didn’t turn out as we had envisioned, but we knew in our hearts that 
God had a plan and one of his plans was to meet the lovely staff of Silver 
Creek.  We will be looking back someday, it will get better, there will be ups 
and downs, but we will be forever grateful that Silver Creek is part of our 
precious son’s journey.  

Hugs and kisses,
Lita and Virgilio

A Letter From Nathan T’s Family



Volunteers

We celebrate our many volunteers who do hands-on work in 

the classroom and at the school:

• 22 consistent volunteers help in the classrooms

• 1 volunteer helps with building maintenance

• 11 volunteer members comprise the Board of Directors

• 1 Volunteer Coordinator, Sue Di Blasio, recruits, helps 

orient, and trains new volunteers

• 1 volunteer on the Gardening & Playground 

Maintenance Committee

• 2 volunteers make up the Photo Committee

We estimate that we are receiving 3100 hours of support 

each year.  This would equate to 2 full-time employees!



Volunteer Profile

SUE DI BLASIO

Each year we feature one of the many remarkable volunteers 
who make Silver Creek such an extraordinary place. Without 
further ado, allow us to introduce to you Sue Di Blasio!  Sue not 
only volunteers in the classroom, she’s also been our Volunteer 
Coordinator for many years!

Working with Sue is a blast!  She arrives like a roaring fire 
engine revving to go! She is undaunted by any task and rises to 
any challenge with positive energy, enthusiasm, proficiency, and 
professionalism.  And while she has vast experience and knows 
well the classroom routines, she always respectfully asks the 
teachers “The Plan” for the day. 

Sue understands that each academic year is made up of a 
cohort of children with very specific needs. Like our teachers 
and therapists, she takes the necessary time to get to know 
each student as an individual person:  she always learns the 
correct pronunciation of unfamiliar names, and asks critical 
questions such as favourite activities, allergies, and any issues 
regarding health and safety. 

While Sue never plays favourites, we did notice a special bond 
with one young boy this past year. She regularly supported him 
with his art activities and together they created some amazing 
artwork! Sue knew just how to engage him with her warm tone, 
smiles, and genuine concern.

For all children, she intuits their individual cues and interests 
while playing with dolls, dishes, and dinosaurs, not to mention 
the many delightful books she reads to them!

Sue’s past experiences definitely shine through during her time 
with us. She takes the initiative to get chairs ready for Circle 
Time, tidies up between transitions and classroom routines, 
and sets up for snack time. She even helps to clean up!.

During transitions from classroom to Snoezelen room, gym, or 
outdoor play, Sue always demonstrates safe practices by 
following policies and procedures and becoming familiar with 
the Individual Support Plan for each child.  She even cheerfully 
assists with toileting when requested!

As our Volunteer Coordinator, Sue is always on the lookout for 
new volunteers to add to our team. She carefully chooses each 
person and then gives them an opportunity to tour the school 
while explaining the roles and responsibilities of the  ‘job’.  

As a powerful advocate for our children, staff, and school, Sue 
ensures new volunteers realize that although volunteering is 
fun and intrinsically rewarding, it is a professional role not to be 
taken lightly.  We are incredibly fortunate to have her here at 
Silver Creek… to Sue from all of us: 

THANK YOU!



Well, it took me the first shift in a two-hour class to feel 
comfortable and understand that everyone looks past the 
challenges and sees only each child’s potential.  

The entire team of teachers and therapists work together  to 
bring about the most amazing miracles with these children.  
The kids never cease to surprise me with their eagerness to 
work hard and their resilience. Their own tenacity adds up to 
produce these small changes that over the term or the year 
we get to see turn into huge changes and progress. 

Many times I’m moved to tears to see a child achieve 
something they have worked on for so long.  I’m so proud to 
be part of the school and hope in some way my work 
there has allowed the staff to focus on the children. 

When you volunteer in the community, not only do 
you provide a service that aids a particular cause, 
you end up getting more out of the experience than 
you ever put in.  There is something about sharing 
your time, patience, laughter, and understanding 
that comes back to you tenfold. Besides a feeling 
of satisfaction  you always learn something new,
make new friends, and feel the connectedness
between us all.  

At Silver Creek  the gift of working with children
is extra special.  I feel these children show us an
innocent, unvarnished goodness and THAT is
the true gift of being a volunteer here. 

A Note From Sue Di Blasio

My name is Sue Di Blasio and I am in my 11th year volunteering 
at Silver Creek both in the classroom and as the Volunteer 
Coordinator.  I always say that volunteering is in my blood… Both 
my parents did an enormous amount of volunteering at our 
church, in politics, at residential associations, etc. and all five of 
us children were called upon to help as we grew older.  

In high school I was a lifeguard and volunteered with the staff at 
the old Runnymede Hospital to help poolside as adults with 
physical and developmental challenges who were brought to 
Runnymede High School’s pool for water therapy.  I also 
volunteered to be referee in lots of intramural sports.  In my late 
twenties, I was a “Pink Lady”, volunteering  in Mississauga 
Hospital’s Emergency Department for a number of years.

When my children were in school, I volunteered for field trips 
and eventually became President of the Mentor Team Parent 
Teacher Association.  The Parent Board created events where 
the parents and their children could have fun and raise money 
towards different athletic equipment and Fun Days.  Our aim 
mainly was to get parents involved in the school and enhance 
the experience of the students.

I was a little nervous when I started volunteering in the 
classroom at Silver Creek.  I had no experience working with 
children with a variety of special needs, but I knew I really 
missed being around young children.   

Volunteer Profile

SUE DI BLASIO



How We Raise Funds

Business, Foundations, 
and Organizations Include:

• Etobicoke Brighter Futures 
Coalition

• Gluckstein Lawyers
• Interwork Technologies
• Kingsway-Lambton United  

Church Women
• Kiwanis Club of Kingsway Humber
• Lemonade for Love and Captain 

Xavier Fund
• RBC Foundation
• Royalty General Construction Ltd. 

(Golf/Gen. Don)
• The Charles Norcliffe Baker and 

Thelma Scott Baker Foundation
• The Henslow-Brown Foundation
• The Hustler Young Men's Bible 

Class Foundation
• Uberflip Technologies Inc.
• United Way personal directed 

donations



How We Raise Funds

17th Annual Fall Classic

Hosted by Caledon Woods 
Golf Club in Bolton, ON

Backed by many generous 
donations, our golfers, hole 
sponsors, and silent auction 
item donors helped us put on 
an amazing event!  

Thank you to everyone who 
took part and helped make our 
17th Annual Fall Classic a 
resounding success!  Even 
some afternoon rain couldn’t 
dampen our Silver Creek spirit!

To all who helped us raise

$29,443.51



How We Raise Funds

14th Annual Walk-A-Thon

Rain or Shine 5km Walk 
Through Our Community

On October 20th, our community 
really came together to celebrate 
Silver Creek’s 14th Annual 5km 
Walk-A-Thon!

Legoland, one of our corporate 
sponsors, was in attendance and 
brought a wide range of LEGO for all 
to play, explore, and use their 
imaginations.  Furthermore, we 
welcomed both the Toronto Fire 
Department and RCMP, much to the 
delight of all the kids!

We are proud to announce that this 
year’s event raised $8,401.52!

Thanks to everyone who took part… 
we can’t wait ‘til next year, when we 
get together and MOVE OUR FEET 
FOR SILVER CREEK!



How We Raise Funds

29th Annual Royalty Golf  Tournament

Hosted by Nobleton Lakes 
Golf Club in Nobleton, ON

2019 marked the 29th anniversary 
of Royalty Construction’s annual golf 
tournament in support of Silver 
Creek Pre-School. Hosted by 
tournament chairman Mark Fazio, 
this is our longest running fundraiser 
and has become a much-anticipated 
summer event!

Thank you to Mark and his fine staff 
at Royalty Construction, and of 
course our hardworking volunteers, 
golfers, sponsors, and 
donors. While the weather wasn't 
the best, together we raised over 
$47000! Not even a little rain on 
the golf course can dampen our 
spirits here at Silver Creek!

To all who helped us raise

$47,181.60



How We Raise Funds

Toni YoYo Run For Fun

2nd Annual Toni Yo Yo Run For 
Fun

The 2nd Annual Toni-yo-yo Run for Fun 
in Support of Silver Creek was a massive 
success! Over $53 000 was raised, 
smashing our fundraising goal of $10 
000 and becoming the single largest 
fundraising effort in our little school's 
history!

With the sun shining and children 
smiling, people of all abilities raced 
together to help us make a bright future 
for kids in our community. Thank you so 
much to organizer Andrea Sluga, her son 
Toni Yo Yo himself, the many volunteers 
who helped make it happen, and of 
course all those who participated and 
raised funds. This was a truly amazing 
event and we can't wait until next year!

www.toniyoyo.com



How We Raise Funds

Lemonade for Love

7th Annual Lemonade for 
Love, Fairfield Park, 

Etobicoke

The Captain Xavier Fund at Silver 
Creek offers financial support to 
families of children with special 
needs.  These families would not 
otherwise be able to send their child 
to Silver Creek and benefit from 
these important early learning 
experiences.  

The Lemonade For Love fundraiser 
in support of The Captain Xavier 
Fund serves as a wonderful morning 
with friends and family while playing 
in the park, making crafts, and 
helping to make a difference in the 
life of a child in our community.

This year we couldn’t have asked for 
better weather – or a better 
turnout!  With the sun shining down 
and the temperature just right, 
together we brought smiles to faces 
from all over our great city.

Thank you to all who took part!

Even Mayor John Tory came out in support!



How We Raise Funds

Source of 
Fundraised $$$

• Royalty General Construction 
Golf Tournament (30 years 
running)

• 17th Annual Fall Classic Golf 
Tournament

• Move Your Feet for Silver Creek 
Walk-A-Thon

• Toni-yo-yo Run for Fun
• Leafs Tickets Raffle
• Captain Xavier Fund/Lemonade 

for Love

These events have individual as 
well as sponsorship support.

Over 22% of our  
revenue comes 

from fundraising 
and donations!

For every $ spent on raising funds 
Silver Creek generates $$$$

Online or cheque 
donations from 

individuals 
ranged from 

$10 to $15000.



DID YOU KNOW?

• Transportation services are vital for 
many of our families and Silver 
Creek’s transportation costs were 
approximately $84,600 this year, 
with 85% of this subsidized through 
fundraising by Silver Creek

• 100% of the proceeds raised from 
fundraising projects and donations 
directly affect the children

• Fundraising is critical for Silver 
Creek. Including donations, we 
fundraise 22% of our operating 
budget, allowing us to continue to 
provide rich multi-disciplinary 
programming

• Another factor that sets our  
programming apart is that we offer 
hands-on therapy

• About 50% of the children’s 
families that attend Silver Creek are 
struggling financially. Your support 
makes a difference

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Make a donation online at 
www.silvercreekpreschool.ca 
(Charitable #: 10798 0856 RR0001)

• Ask for a donation to Silver Creek 
as a birthday gift

• Direct your United Way donation 
to Silver Creek

• Sponsor our golf tournaments
• Attend our Walkathon
• Spread the word about our services
• Volunteer your time

100% of the fundraised dollars is spent on the children
Therapy Services, Transportation, Special Equipment

“I just want to say thank you for 
doing a tremendous job. 

Silver Creek came highly 
recommended to me but you have 
exceeded all expectations. 

And most importantly you care about 
how the parents are doing as much as 
the children. 

The parent room is a welcoming place 
and allows us to be near our babies… 
and to meet other parents and get 
support.”

Quote From 2020 Parent Survey

Thank You for your Financial Support! 



• The Hospital for Sick Children

• Toronto Orthopaedic Services

• Motion Specialties

• Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital (feeding clinic; seating clinic; 

outpatient; child development clinic; orthotics clinic; communication and 

writing aids)

• Bloorview School Authority: IET

• Orthoproactive Consultants

• Home Medical Equipment (HME)

• Women’s College/Sunnybrook Hospital Neonatal Follow Up Clinic

• Surrey Place Centre

• Erinoak Kids

• Butterfly Pediatric Therapy Inc.

• Peel District School Board

• Toronto District School Board

• Toronto Catholic District School Board

• Community Childcares

• The Etobicoke Children’s Centre

• Toronto Children’s Services

• The George Hull Centre

• Toronto Partnership for Autism Services

• Toronto Autism Applied Behavioural Analysis Services

• Early Abilities

• Conductive Education

• W. Ross MacDonald School

• Children’s Aid Society

• TCDSB Itinerant Hearing Program

• TDSB Blind/Low Vision

• LHIN Homecare Services

• Etobicoke Brighter Futures Coalition

• Canadian National Institute for the Blind

• Playful Strides

• Toronto Public Library 

• Centennial Infant and Child Centre

• Toronto Public Health

Outside Agencies



STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Gail Pennington, President

Grace Zelek, Vice President

Edward Balatan, Treasurer

Ian Turner, Secretary

MEMBERS

Karen Anning

Conrad Bach

Debra Bassant

Dayna Ellis

Daniela Ruso

Michael Wood

Silver Creek Team

ADMINISTRATION

Irena Setnik, Executive Director

Lois Blandford, Teacher Supervisor

Olga Liskovych, Admin/Finance

Andrea Rawson, Parent Support

Patrick McInally, Office Administrator

TEACHERS

Sueann Green, RECE

Chloe Martin, RECE

Shober Moon, RECE

Mieke Nicholson, RECE

Denise Squizzato , RECE

Fania Thompson , RECE

Prabhjyot Sahi, E.A.

THERAPISTS

Chantel Conte, OTA/PTA

Karen Chiu, PT

Cindy Choy Leung, OT

Thanya Duvage, SLP

Leslie Hopkins, OT 

Isabel Lui, CDA

Beth Nathaniel, Therapy Assistant

Kathleen Power, Music Therapist

SUPPORT

Tabitha Barnes

Sue Masciangelo


